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EXHIBITIONS
FOLK ARTS: ILLINOIS TRADITIONS
-- through May 6, Brainard Gallery
The rich heritage of Illinois' contemporary folk arts is illustrated by this
exhibition of works by six artists. David Babb (Le Roy, IL) is a selftaught wood carver who has made a specialty of carving carousel
horses based on designs developed by master carvers of the early
20th century. Lodge Grant (Mcleansboro, IL), an 87 year old Illinois
native, researched and built a scale replica of a circa 1820's log tavern
using the tools of the period. Mildred Bushart (Ingraham, IL), a former
Eastern Illinois University staff member, has been piecing quilts together many years, favoring traditional patterns and designs. Martha
Hayden's (Greenup, IL) papier mache sculpture consists of people,
usually grouped in families, and bird forms. Cora Meek (Mattoon, IL)
has lived in the Charleston/Mattoon area for all of her one hundred
years. Almost all of her rugs and quilts are made of discarded fabrics,
such as denim, and the embroidery on her quilt squares is also of her
own design. Arthur Walker (Sullivan, IL), a builder and carver, is noted for his fish decoys, which he also calls "deceptions," and his
'Racing Pigs.'

9TH INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S EXHIBITION
-- May 4 - 20, Main Galleries
A collaborative venture between the Art teachers of Charleston
Community Unit #1 Public Schools and the Tarble Arts Center since
1983, the 9th International Children's Exhibition features two- and
three-dimensional works by area students, grades K-12, alongside
works created by children from other countries . Participating are
schools from the communities of Arcola, Arthur, Paris, Charleston,
Cumberland County, Effingham, Kansas, Lerna, Neoga, Oakland,
Stewardson-Strasburg, and Sullivan. This year's international exhibition will feature works by children, grades K-12, from the People's
Republic of China. The works were collected in China by Mr. Hou
Ling of the Shang Tang Zi Primary School in Beijing. Dr. Hannah
Eads, Art Education professor at Eastern, was instrumental in coordinating the collection of the Chinese children's works.
Dr. Marilyn Newby, Art Education Profesor at Illinois State University,
served as juror for both the 19th Congressional District Art Competition and an exchange exhibition with China, which were coordinated
with the exhibition. One high school work was selected to represent
the 19th Congressional District in this summer's exhibition at the Capitol. Congressman Terry Bruce co-sponsored this program. Dr. Newby also selected 50 works, 25 from the Charleston public schools and
25 from the other participating schools, to be sent as a permanent exchange with China. Superintendent William Hill and the Charleston
Community Unit #1 Public Schools co-sponsored this program. Ms.
Pat Mahler, Art Teacher at Jefferson Elementary in Charleston, was
instrumental in coordinating the collection and exchange of the children's works with China.
In the exhibition statement, Hou Ling writes, "In a very simple-looking
lane in Beijing's Chongwen District is located my school -- Shangtangzi Primary Schooi .... The art education in this school is conducted
according to the curriculum for arts issued by the State Education
Commission .... lnvited by the U.S.-China Art Exchange Center based
in Columbia University and dispatched by the State Education Commission, I twice went to the States in 1987 and 1988 to see the primary and high school art education there. Both trips .... constituted a
major turning point in my teaching career.... After I returned home, I attached even greated importance to cultivating the children's creativity .... ! thus have been engaged in additional work -- to introduce

American teaching to my Chinese colleagues .... Aithough this work
has cost me dearly, I value very much this cordial relationship.... My
achievements have brought me a lot of honors in China. It may be
said it is the art education that has built up my self-confidence. But I
never regard myself as a winner, but a soldier
is constantly fighting."

who

ABSTRACTION FROM THE PERMANENT COLLECTION
--May 9- June 10, Brainard Gallery
Curated as a teaching exhibition for the 5th Grade Art Enrichment
program, the abstract works in this exhibition involve variation of
form, progression, or the juxtaposition of images to develop a visual
narrative. The exhibition inlcudes paintings, prints, and mixed media
works.

ILLINOIS FOLK ARTS FROM THE PERMANENT COLLECTION
-- May 26- August 12, Main Galleries

Carvings by Ferd Metten, dolls by Roberta Bell, and other "old favorites," as well as new acquisitions and works not recently exhibited, will
be shown.

EVENTS
5TH GRADE ART ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
--MayB-30
The 1990 Fifth Grade Art Enrichment program is being offered free of
charge to fifth graders, coordinated through area schools, Monday
through Friday from 9:30 to 12:00. Visual Sequencing is the topic for
the 1990 program, developed around Abstraction: Works from the
Permanent Collection exhibition. The notions of series, serial and
sequence in the visual arts as developed in an August 1988 article
published in The Artist magazine entitled "Series, Serial and Sequence: Variation, progression and the relation of images" by Frederick Palmer will be presented in this program. Frederick Palmer
writes, "Whenever we look around us we juxtapose images. Each
day is a visual sequence and the notion of related images is well

worth exploring both in terms of understanding and creating." The
objective of the program is to develop an understanding of visual sequence in art, and its use in developing a visual narrative that the
sensitive viewer can follow and appreciate. It is intended that
through this enrichment experience the young student will begin to
develop art appreciation strategies for approaching abstract works of

art.
CHARLESTON AREA ARTS COUNCIL HONORS RECITAL
--May 18, lpm

Outstanding young musicians from the Charleston area will be showcased through this annual program sponsored by the Charleston
Area Arts Couneil.

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S EXHIBITION AWARDS
PRESENTATION & CLOSING RECEPTION
-- May 20, 1pm

As a part of the exhibition, a closing reception and awards presentation ceremony will be held, with the awards presentation to begin at
1 :30. Dr. William Hill, Superintendent of the Charleston Public
Schools and continuing supporter of the children's exhibition, will
present the welcoming address. The winner of the 19th Congressional Art Competition and the names of those students participating
in the exchange exhibition with China will be announced, and participating student artists will be recognized. It is suggested that all attendees remain for the duration of the awards ceremony out of respect
for the award recipients. After the awards presentation, Tarble staff
and designated volunteers will then return the art works to the children present, closing the exhibition.

GROUP TOUR: MONET IN THE '90'S
-- June 9, Art Institute of Chicago

Reservations are still being accepted for this group tour to view Monet in the '90's: The Series Paintings, which will be on exhibition at
the Art Institute of Chicago. This exhibition brings together some of
this seminal Impressionist's most famous works, including Monet's
series on Rouen Cathedral, haystacks (actually found to be grain
stacks), and poplars. It was through these paintings that Monet ex-

plored the visual effects of changes in light and weather through a
series format, which had a revolutionary effect on 20th century art.
The bus will leave the Tarble at 9am, returning at 1Opm. The cost is
$42 for Tarble members, and $50 for non-members, which includes
admission to the exhibition, bus transportation, and dinner at the
Redwood Inn. Registration is limited, and will be taken on a first come
basis, with early registration encouraged. For information or to register, caii581-ARTS (-2787).

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERS
--March 6- Apri/26, 1990

Corporate Patron
Blaw-Knox Construction Equipment Company

Individual Patron
Loretta Emrich

UPCOMING FOR JUNE
EIU Annuitants Annual Meeting -- June 4, 9am
Monet in the '90's Group Trip-- June 9, 9am-10pm
Summer of Excellence Classes -- June 11 - July 20
Illinois Folk Arts from the Collection -- through August 12
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FROM THE CURATOR
As part of its education program, the Tarble hosted Chicago artist
Janet Sullivan as artist-in-residence during April1990 through an
Artist-In-Education grant from the Illinois Arts Council. In addition,
the residency was co-sponsored by the Tarble Arts Center, the
Charleston Area Arts Council, and the Casey Area Arts Council. As
artist-in-residence, Ms. Sullivan worked with area students, both at
the Center and in the public schools. She visited Charleston Junior
High and Casey Junior High during April, presenting on American
Folk Arts and teaching a related studio project. On April 18th at the
Tarble, an in-service workshop for area teachers, entitled Incorporating the Folk Arts into the Curriculum , was presented in cooperation
with the Educational Service Center located in Charleston.
Through the Family Sampler Sunday program on April 22nd, she involved families in creating an environmental work on the Tarble lawn
as part of the Earth Day observations. Sullivan's residency culminated with a series of sandcasting workshops presented during Celebration '90. An exhibition of works created by area high school students during the month-long Altered Readymades workshop held
at the Center is on display through May 18th in the window of the
Uptowner on Charleston's square. Through all of her activity during
the month, Janet Sullivan met and worked with more than a thousand school children and community members.
During May, approximately 500 fifth graders from area schools will
visit the Tarble through the 5th Grade Art Enrichment program, with
several hundred more children visiting through the tour program as
well. The outreach program continues to grow in leaps and bounds,
and this continued growth is heavily dependent on the vitality of the
Docent Program. The volunteer efforts of Tarble's docents, as well
as other community support, are essential to the Education and Outreach programs. Anyone interested in becoming a docent should
phone the Tarble at 581-ARTS for more information. Training is provided, and no previous experience is necessary.

-- Donna Meeks

FROM THE DIRECTOR
I am very pleased to announce that the Tarble Arts Center is toreceive a Conservation Assessment Program (CAP) grant, which is
funded by the Institute of Museum Services (a federal agency), and
administered by the National Institute for the Conservation of Cultural Property. Through this program, an art conservation expert will
visit the Tarble to review the condition of the permanent collection,
the policies and procedures regarding the collection, and the suitability of the facility for protecting the art work collected and exhibited. The consultant's recommendations will be used to draw up a
conservation program for the collection, prioritizing which works are
in greatest need of conservation and restoration. This survey is
also the first step in enabling the Tarble to apply to the Institute of
Museum Services for assistance in having works from the collection
treated.
All museums must strike a balance between the exhibition and the
conservation of the objects collected. The purpose of a permanent
collection is to preserve the objects for future generations, as well
as to make the objects available for contemporary viewing and
study. Unfortunately, handling and natural elements, such as exposure to light, necessary for exhibition, are also damaging to most
objects. Proper care and treatment is required to protect the collection objects from deterioration. And even under ideal circumstances some objects still deteriorate because of the materials from
or manner in which they are made. It is for these reasons that a conservation program is necessary.
In the case of the Tarble collections, those objects which seem to
merit the most immediate attention are the paintings by Paul T. Sargent and the Ferd Metten dioramas. Exposure to the elements and
handling, from being hung in offices over the last forty years, has
taken a toll on many of the Sargent paintings. Many of the Metten
works are literally falling apart because of the materials and techniques used for their assembly. I am sure the conservation survey
will tum up other areas of concern, perhaps some even more pressing than those I have cited. But the survey will also serve as the first
step in saving the works in the collection for present and future
generations to study and enjoy.

-- Michael Watts
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General Information:
Open Hours: Tuesday - Friday lOam - 5pm, Saturday lOam - 4pm, Sunday 1 - 4pm; Closed Mondays and holidays. Admission is
free unless otherwise noted. For information or to schedule a group tour, telephone 217/581-ARTS(2787). The Tarble Arts Center is located on South Ninth Street at Cleveland Avenue, on the Eastern Illinois University campus.
The Tarble Arts Canter is partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, and the National Endowment for the Arts, and by Tarble Arts Center membership contributions.

